CITY OF PIERCE
404 South Main St Pierce, ID 83546
Tuesday, October 14th, 2025
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Gerot called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Gerot, Councilmembers John Stinson, Guy Bonner, Theresa Root, and Amy Jared. City
Staff John Koepke, Maintenance Supervisor and Teresa Koepke, City Clerk/Treasurer. Pierce Volunteer
Fire Department Chief Matthew Hagele.

Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Root made a motion to approve the consent agenda which includes the September 8,
2025 Regular Council Meeting Minutes, September 16, 2025 Special Council Meeting Minutes, and
October 2025 Accounts Payable. Councilmember Bonner seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion
carried.

Citizen's Comments — Dan Ebert addressed the council regarding his City of Pierce water bill. Mr. Ebert
recently purchased the Timber Inn and had questions of why his water bill is so high. The process of
assigning Equivalent Dwelling Units (EDUs) to businesses was explained to Mr. Ebert. It was noted that
since the topic was not listed on the agenda, the council was unable to discuss the item nor take any
action. It was recommended that Mr. Ebert request to be put on the November agenda to have his
rate/EDUs reviewed.

Department Reports

Maintenance Supervisor Jack Koepke reported that the blower at the sewer plant has been repaired and
appears to be working well. Ronnie and Dalton cut brush on the main water line that runs between the
water plant and the downtown tank. The cadets from IDYCA removed the brush. This had not been
done for many years and could create an issue if we ever had a leak or break on that line. Dalton is in
the process of flushing fire hydrants and greasing them as he goes. He should have them all done this
week. The snow plow for the new case will be done next week according to Micah at Broemeling
Manufacturing. Avista is replacing more power poles in town to accommodate high speed internet.
Locates are being done for that. The process of meter mapping has started. The goal is to have all the
water meters marked on a tablet using the onX program. All but 3 or 4 water meters have been located.
Water mains and shut off valves will be worked on next and then sewer lines will be marked.
Councilmember Jared asked if the meters at Judgetown would also be mapped. Jack stated that we
would map those as well. The heaters have been turned on in the water and sewer plants so the Avista
bill will reflect that. The Avista bill was $983 less this month than this time last year. A large portion of
that savings is at the sewer plant and is attributed to the inflow being substantially lower with the water
leaks that have been repaired. There are no known water leaks on the city side at this time.
Councilmember Stinson asked if the fire hydrant by the library has been repaired. Jack responded that it
has been repaired.

Pierce Volunteer Fire Chief Matthew Hagele reported that there will be Fire Prevention Event and
fundraiser at the Pierce Community Center on Saturday, October 18% from 4:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. A
loaded baked potato dinner and other events are planned for the evening. Antifreeze has been added to
~ the water tender but the fire department will be using the tender on October 22 for a fire training at
Kathy Wilson-Dill's.

Code Enforcement Liaison Officer Jeffrey Getchell reported that he has been working on a dog-at-large
issue near Rossiter Court. There were no code enforcement complaints during the month of September.
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City Clerk/Treasurer Teresa Koepke reported that she attended the Association of Idaho Cities CCTFOA
Conference in September. Teresa found the workshops and networking offered by the conference very
beneficial. When thinking of our goals and budgets, we need to be certain to consider longevity of our
city and systems and not just maintenance and operations. Teresa visited with a representative from the
Blue Cross of Idaho Foundation for Health and may have a lead on a grant to assist the City of Pierce in
developing a Comprehensive Plan. One of the workshops Teresa attended was Waste, Fraud, and Abuse.
Teresa feels we have good transparency and internal controls in place. She encouraged people to watch
the documentary called “All the Queen’s Horses”. The documentary tells the story of the
comptroller/treasurer that embezzled $53,000,000 from the city of Dixon, Iilinois. While networking with
other cities, the topic of providing water and sewer services to properties outside city limits was
discussed. The City of Council said that they provide water and sewer services to a housing development
outside their city limits. They charge property owners within that development double what the residents
of Council pay for water and sewer. Teresa reported that iii-A was on site in September to provide
weliness checks for the employees. This is a great service offered by iii-A that takes about 10 minutes
per employee and can eliminate the need for employees to be absent from work. The State Controller’s
annual transparency report is done and approved. Teresa and Mayor Gerot will be traveling to McCall on
Wednesday, October 15% to attend the last session of the Blue Cross of Idaho Foundation for Health.
They will also be traveling to Grangeville on October 22™ for an LHTAC funding workshop.

New Business:

The Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement for the Idaho Intrastate Water/Wastewater Agency Response
Network (IdWARN) was reviewed. Through the IJWARN program, members can coordinate response
activities and share resources during emergencies. The Agreement sets forth the procedures and
standards for the administration of IIWARN. Mayor Gerot reached out to Paul Sifford, our licensed
charge operator to inquire about the agreement. Paul said the IIWARN is a good program to be part of.
Councilmember Jared made a motion to approve the Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement for the Idaho
Intrastate Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network. Councilmember Root seconded the motion.
Roll call: Stinson — Yes, Bonner — Yes, Root — Yes, and Jared — Yes.

Councilmember Bonner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 351 (Water Rates). Councilmember
Jared seconded the motion. The resolution updates the Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) water charges for
businesses within the City of Pierce. All in favor. Motion carried.

Councilmember Bonner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 352 (Sewer Rates). Councilmember
Jared seconded the motion. The resolution updates the Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) sewer charges
for businesses within the City of Pierce. All in favor. Motion carried.

Councilmember Jared made a motion to approve Resolution No. 353 (Closure of Bank Accounts).
Councilmember Stinson seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

An Animal Code Complaint for Mike Engle at 112 Court St for dog-at-large was reviewed. It was
discussed that these types of complaints do not need to reviewed and/or approved by the council. No
formal action was taken. The complaint will be turned over to Code Enforcement Liaison Officer Jeffrey
Getchell to follow-up with Mr. Engle and issue warning/citation as warranted.

A Code Complaint for Duane Downing at 102 S Third Ave was reviewed. The complaint alleges that Mr.
Downing is in violation of Pierce City Code 4-1-2 and 4-1-4 along with having property, debris, etc. stored
on City owned property. Councilmember Bonner made a motion to have Code Enforcement Liaison
Officer Jeffrey Getchell make contact with Mr. Downing to advise him of the code violations and the issue
with Mr. Downing’s property, debris, etc. being stored on city property. Councilmember Jared seconded
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the motion. During discussion Councilmember Jared asked if the City was going to address the other
citizens that have property, debris, etc. stored on city property. It was discussed that this should be
done, possibly even with a public notice. All in favor. Motion carried.

A variance request for 204 Carle St W was reviewed. Prior to any discussion and/or action,
Councilmember Guy Bonner recused himself. As a citizen and the property owner of 204 Carle St W,
Bonner is asking the city to consider a variance for a lean-to he is proposing to build off of an existing
structure. The lean-to would be 7 feet from an 8-foot city alley. The alley is not currently being used
and would most likely not be used in the future as it is only 8 feet wide. The variance is being requested
since the lean-to would not be 9 feet from the “curb”. Councilmember Jared made a motion to approve
the variance requested. Councilmember Root seconded the motion. Roll Call: Jared — Yes, Root — Yes,
Stinson — Yes. Motion carried. Variance is approved

In a recent meeting with the maintenance staff, the various dumpsters that businesses have within the
city was discussed. Several of the dumpsters are in very poor condition and could pose a safety threat to
the maintenance crew when being emptied. The idea of purchasing dumpsters had been talked about in
the past. The decision was made not to purchase dumpsters at that time since we had purchased the
new residential garbage carts, cart lifter, and additional axle for the sanitation truck. We would wait until
the sanitation fund was in a better place financially. Councilmember Jared requested to have the
dumpsters included in the comprehensive plan that the city intends to have done. 1t was discussed that
a work session to further discuss dumpsters would be needed. A notice would be sent to business
customers with dumpster inviting them to attend the work session. No action was taken.

Councilmember Jared made a motion to adjourn. Councilmember Root seconded the motion. All in
favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. :
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éreg Gerot, Mayor

ATTEST:

Jeregpe Kaephe

Teresa Koepke, City Clerk/Treasurer
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