CITY OF PIERCE
404 South Main St Pierce, ID 83546
Monday, January 12, 2026
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Gerot called the meeting to order at 5:59 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Present: Mayor Gerot, Councilmembers John Stinson, Guy Bonner, Theresa Root, and Amy Jared.
Maintenance Supervisor Jack Koepke, City Clerk/Treasurer Teresa Koepke, PVFD Chief Matthew Hagele,
PVFD Assistant Chief Harv Nelson, and PVFD Treasurer Clare Brick.

Councilmember Jared made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the December 8,
2025 Work Session and Regular Council Meeting Minutes and January 2026 Accounts Payables.
Councilmember Root seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

City Clerk Teresa Koepke read a declaration pertaining to the cancellation of the November 4, 2025
General Municipal Election for the City of Pierce per Idaho Code § 50-405(2)(a). The code allows for the
city to cancel their election if the number of candidates is equal to or fewer than the number of council
positions up for election. Guy Bonner (4-year term), Amy Jared (2-year term), and Theresa Root (2-year
term) were then sworn in for their respective council seats.

All citizen’s comments were related to agenda items and allowed during the respective agenda item
discussion and prior to any action being taken by the city council.

Department Reports:

Maintenance Supervisor Jack Koepke reported there were recently high sewer flows with the
extraordinary amount of rain we received. The flows were between 500,000 — 600,000 per day which
equates to 416 gallons-per-minute. Normal sewer flows are 100,000 per day or 70 gallons-per-minute.
During the high flows the maintenance crew took turns being onsite 24/7 covering the pumps that were
set up to help with the flows. The large amount of rain also caused the creeks to rise and become very
muddy. This caused high turbidity and the inability to make water for several days. The Pines pump was
off for 7V2 days and still had 17 feet left in the tank. The town water was off for 52 days and had 6 feet
left. DEQ was notified of the water and sewer issues and were onboard with having to pump sewer to
the creek if necessary. Fortunately, the maintenance crew was able to handle the situation and no
further action was needed. Jack believes that there may be an issue with a sewer line close to the lift
station as rocks as big as 3” in diameter are getting into the lift station. If the issue were further out
from the lift station, it would most likely create a blockage. Jack recommends getting the lift station
pumped out next time there is a vac truck in the area. The new Case plow was used in the Pines. Jack
reported that it works and runs well. During a six-hour plow, the machine used 16 gallons of diesel. The
Trojan would have used 50 gallons during this time.
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Pierce Volunteer Fire Department Chief Matthew Hagele reported that a fire alarm at the Idaho Youth
Challenge Academy occurred just after Christmas. Two members of the PVFD reported on scene. The
issue turned out to be a broken water pipe outside the new barracks. The SCBAs were recently flow
tested and all six tanks passed. Residents recently expressed concern of why the siren is not being set
off when there is a fire. In the past the siren was set off to alert residents of a fire. Chief Hagele said he
discussed this with the PVFD officers and their goal is to start setting the siren off on Wednesdays at
noon as a test. Once the residents are used to the siren, they may go back to setting it off daily at noon
as historically done. Chief Hagele reported that the recent fire on Third Ave was handled efficiently by
the department. Clare Brick is the PVFD representative for the Clearwater Valley Fire Districts Auxiliary
(CVFDA). The department was given one free ticket to the CVFDA fireman’s ball and the department
purchased one ticket. Chief Hagele and his wife Stacy will be representing the PVFD. The department
usually receives a donation from the CVFDA in the amount of approximately $1,200. Teresa Koepke
asked about the fire hydrant signs that were purchased some time ago. Many of the hydrant signs are
badly faded. Chief Hagele said that is on their list for a summer project.

Code Enforcement Liaison Jeffrey Getchell was not present but Teresa Koepke reported that the only calls
for December and January so far are all do with parking on the street while the snowplow(s) were out.
Three calls were in December when Jeff was out of town. Jeff followed up a couple days later with all
parties. Jeff was able to respond immediately to the two calls in January which resulted in one verbal
warning and one citation as that person had been verbally warned in December.

City Clerk/Treasurer Teresa Koepke reported that the auctions on the PublicSurplus website were closed.
The pickup sold for $1,469, substantially over the reserve bid of $600. Teresa mentioned that the
amount received from the pickup is close to what the cost of the new rollup door on the fire engine bay is
going to cost. The Trojan did not meet minimum bid and is an agenda item for tonight’s meeting.
Teresa has been working on year-end reporting including W2s and 1099s. $260,000 of the $300,000
bond proceeds has been transferred to the State of Idaho LGIP. On that balance it should earn around
$800 per month until we need to use to pay the wastewater treatment plant project bills. Teresa is in
the process of applying for an America250 grant. If awarded, the grant funds will be used for the art
murals at the visitor kiosk as well as an unveiling ceremony during 1860 Days. A representative from
Northwest Playground Equipment was recently onsite to take measurements of the playpark and put
together a proposal for new playground equipment as well as a multi-purpose court. If the city wanted
to move forward with such a project, the $20,000 grant from the Blue Cross of Idaho Foundation for
Health grant, as well as other grant funding opportunities, could be used to fund the project. Mayor
Gerot, Jack, and Teresa have been having monthly meetings with the engineers and governmental
agencies regarding the replacement of the bridge on Fromelt by the sewer plant and the bridge on Carle
near the Community Center. The bridge replacements are set for the summer of 2027. These bridges
are in dire need of replacement and are paid for through government funding with no match from the

city.

Councilmember Jared made a motion to approve the Agreement between Judgetown Water and Sewer
District and the City of Pierce pertaining to the City of Pierce providing water and sewer services to the
Judgetown Water and Sewer District. Councilmember Root seconded the motion. Roll call: Stinson —
Yes, Bonner — Yes, Root — Yes, and Jared — Yes. Motion carried. The new agreement will be for one
year and sets the number of water and sewer users and the monthly fee Judgetown will pay for said

January 12, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes



services. The new agreement ensures that Judgetown residents do not pay less than the residents of the
City of Pierce.

The 1973 Trojan front end wheel loader that was declared surplus at the December 8, 2025 council
meeting with a reserve bid of $7,500. The loader was listed on PublicSurplus auction website and did not
meet the reserve. The high bidder was $7,201. Councilmember Stinson made a motion to accept the
high bid of $7,201. Should the high bidder no longer be interested, the Trojan should be relisted with a
minimum bid of $7,500. Councilmember Bonner seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Mayor Gerot and Jack Koepke have been in discussions with Ziply regarding their desire to bring fiber
optic to the residents of Pierce. Ziply had previously indicated that the downtown area would be served
mostly overhead. However, at the most recent meeting with Ziply they stated that they would like to go
underground over near Second Ave and Pierce Ave. Jack stated that in that area there are two water
mains, two sewer mains, and three individual lines. This is a lot of infrastructure to work around. The
City of Pierce does not have the manpower, equipment, and/or components on hand if a main water or
sewer line were to be hit. In the Pines, Ziply's preference is to install fiber optic underground as there
are no poles in the Pines. Their proposal includes crossing the street at least 43 times. Again, there is a
lot of infrastructure located in these areas. In addition, the water and sewer lines in the Pines will need
to be replaced at some point in the future and we would then be having to work around a lot of fiber
optic lines. It was discussed that a public meeting to get community input on the subject matter would
be beneficial. No action taken.

Teresa Koepke is applying for a $2,500 grant for the America 250 celebration. If awarded, the grant
funds will be used for the art murals at the visitor kiosk as well as an unveiling ceremony during 1860
Days. Part of the grant requirement is that the city adopts a resolution that we will recognize the 250th
Anniversary of America. Councilmember Bonner made a motion to approve Resolution NO. 355 as it
pertains to supporting the America 250 in Idaho Commemoration and the United States
Semiquincentennial. Councilmember Jared seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Tina Edwardson is requesting the address of the property owned by Branson Trust currently known as
112 N Front Street be changed to reflect an address of First Ave. Councilmember Jared made a motion
to approve a change of the physical address of Parcel Number: RPB36N5E024700 from 112 N Front St to
114 N First Ave. Councilmember Root seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

The City of Pierce has a special use permit issued by the Forest Service concerning the main water line
that runs on Forest Service land near the F.S. Pierce Work Center. The permit is expired.
Councilmember Root made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit between the City of Pierce and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service. Councilmember Bonner seconded the motion. All in
favor. Motion carried.

Councilmember Root made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Idaho
State Historical Society, J. Howard Bradbury Museum, and the City of Pierce as it pertains to the Pierce

Courthouse. Councilmember Jared seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Rikki Forsman was present to provide the council with additional information regarding the intention of
the eight connex-type containers that were placed in the 400 block of Forsman Ave. Per Ordinance No.
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323 these types of trailers are only permitted in non-residential areas with the issuance of a Special Use
Permit at the City of Pierce’s discretion. Mayor Gerot stated that the purpose of a special use permit is to
consider the impact on neighboring properties. Rikki stated that as of right now the plan is the
containers will be used for her and her siblings’ personal use. The biggest concern of where the
containers are placed is room to maneuver when accessing the containers without blocking the road. As
they currently set, it does not allow for a vehicle and/or trailer to be off Forsman Road while accessing
the containers. Rikki stated that they plan to organize the containers this next spring. When asked
about putting more containers on the property, Rikki replied that they do not plan on placing more
containers on the property. Eventually they would like to have storage for RVs, etc. on that property but
that will be much further down the road. Lily Hosley who owns a neighboring property stated that when
accessing the containers, someone drove through her yard. Rikki apologized and assured Lily it would
not happen again. Rikki requested that she come back before the council in April to discuss her plans
and any requirements the city may have. Council agreed that would be acceptable. No action was
taken.

Dan Vaughn addressed the council regarding the operation of a business by Walter Culpepper at 203 S
Second Ave. Walter’s business consists of oil changes, mechanical work, and tire changes. Dan asked
the council if the business license approved for Walter was for a mobile business rather than a stationary
business. Councilmember Bonner confirmed that the premise of the license was that the business would
be mainly mobile. Dan expressed that he wants Walter to have a business but that he is tired of the
junk, tires, etc. that are around Walter’s property as a result of the business being operated out of the
shop as well as the additional vehicles that end up parked in the street and/or alley. Dan obtained 10
signatures from neighbors that do not want the shop in the neighborhood. He stated that two additional
neighbors complained but they did not want to sign. Dan stated that the Culpepper’s have so many of
their own personal vehicles that there is no place to park additional vehicles being worked on by Walter
and that leads to cars blocking the alley on a frequent occurrence. Dan expressed his frustration in what
he says is a lack of contempt or respect that Walter has for his neighbors. Dan’s recommendation is that
Walter purchase a commercial lot to operate his business out of and not operate such a business out of
his home garage. Rachel Culpepper then addressed the council regarding the concerns of renewing
Walter’s business license. Rachel stated that there is a small business being ran out of a home on Cedar
Drive and no one has an issue with that. She stated that the used oil from Walter’s business is stored in
5-gallon buckets with lids until it is taken to Main Street Tire in Orofino. The cause of the recent shop fire
was from Walter working on personal items and not a result of anything associated with the business.
Rachel stated that they plan is to rebuild a shop and listed out several things that the new shop would
have that would help alleviate some of the issues that Dan and other residents have expressed concern
over, such as two bays for better storage of vehicles and a storage area for hazardous materials. Rachel
also stated that they have been working on finding places to store their personal vehicles as to alleviate
parking issues. Councilmember Bonner stated that the concern of the business is the proximity to
neighboring properties and that laws are made to protect people. Councilmember Bonner also pointed
out that the rebuilding of a shop is a different subject matter than the issuance of a business license.
The flow of personal traffic is much less than that of commercial traffic and its not a fair or accurate
statement to say the traffic resulting from the business being there is not inhibiting anybody. There have
been numerous complaints that the City has had to deal with as a result of Walter’s business operation at
this location. It was to the point that the City was inclined to revoke the business license.
Councilmember Bonner also brought up the fact that Walter never attended any council meetings when
the prior warnings were issued. Walter said that he got the impression from Code Enforcement Liaison
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Officer Jeffrey Getchell that everything was okay with the prior complaints. Councilmember Jared asked
Walter what percentage of his business was actually mobile. Walter indicated that 60% of his business
was mobile but he was transitioning into both mobile and onsite. Resident Rod Hickman addressed the
council indicating that he was in support of Walter being able to continue to operate his business. He
stated that he has observed Walter for the last seven years and can attest to Walter’s work ethic and
kind heart. Rod feels that Walter does a great job maintaining people’s vehicles and that our residents
need a mechanic in our community. Rod asked that the city council give Walter grace and support the
spirit of the law rather than the letter of the law. Councilmember Jared stated that the issue comes
down to Walter’s application for business license and the terminology on the application needs to be
changed to reflect that the business is mobile. Councilmember Bonner made a motion to not allow
Walter Culpepper to continue the operation of Wally’s dipstick as previously operated onsite until he can
provide more information on a hew shop and get neighbor buy-in. Councilmember Stinson seconded the
motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Councilmember Stinson made a motion to approve the 2026 Business License applications presented.
Councilmember Bonner seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. (Business licenses approved:
High Country GPS Solutions, Pierce Carwash, The Outback, Pierce Laundromat, Wally’s Dipstick (mobile
only), Doggie Doo's and Kitty’s Too Pet Salon, Pierce Mini-Mart Business and Beer & Wine License.)

Councilmember Jared made a motion to adjourn. Councilmember Stinson seconded the motion. All in
favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
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Teresa Koepke, City Clerk/Treasurer
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